
 

Worth Matravers 

Length 5 miles  Time 2-3 hours  Difficulty Moderate (with some very steep steps, up & down)   

Toilets Worth Matravers Car Park Refreshments The Square & Compass, Worth Matravers 

Start & Finish Worth Matravers Car Park  Postcode BH19 3LQ  OS Ref SY 974 777 

Without a doubt one of our favourite walks, taking in a charming 12th 
century chapel right out on the clifftop. The views as you approach 

the coastline are simply incredible! 

St. Aldhelm’s Chapel The Square & Compass 

Walk Five 
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The Pinner 

 
There’s a shelf in our house that’s absolutely crammed with books on 
Dorset folklore. In one, we discovered a lovely bit of history relating to 
a place that’s been a feature of many good coastal walks over the 

years: St Aldhelm’s Chapel, near Worth Matravers, right on the South 
Coast. This exquisite little chapel dates right back to the twelfth 

century.  
 

The book tells how women would place trinkets, particularly pins, in the 
central pillar of the chapel whilst wishing for their heart’s desire. Sure 
enough, the next time we visited the chapel, there in the pillar, we saw 
the flashes of blue, where the copper in old pins was slowly oxidising.  

 
We just thought it was a lovely image - and ‘The Pinner’ is about a 
woman who toils her whole life to make the perfect pin. She believes 
that if she can produce one that is completely flawless, her wish will 

be granted. 

There are a number of places to 

park in Worth Matravers, but the 

main car park benefits from public 

toilets, as well as easy access to 

the Square & Compass pub at the 

end of the walk! 

 
● 

  

1. Turn right out of the car park and 

head down-hill past the pub.  

 
2. At the bottom of the hill turn 

right, and keep right, walking up 

through the village with the pond 

on your left. Snake through the 

village, passing St Nicholas’ 

Church on your right, and stay 

on the road as it exits the village. 

 
3. Follow the road until you reach 

Weston Farm.  

 
 
 

 

THE VIEW: As you leave the 
village, rolling fields begin to 
unfold to the south, with a gentle 
valley leading down to Winspit. 
To the south-east you’ll be able 
to spot the old medieval strip 
farming ‘lynchets’ on the flanks 
of East Man and West Man 
(further info on ‘lynchets’ can be 
found on page 51). One of the 
last surviving groups of the open 
field system in Dorset, these 
were no doubt associated with 
the medieval Manor at Worth 
Matravers. To the south-west, 
you’ll already be able to see the 
coastguard cottages and St 
Aldhelm’s chapel - the main 
destination of this walk. 
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4. Following the sign to ‘Car Park’, 

continue on the road as it curves 

to the right and then to the left. 

Continue along the road with 

open fields on either side (note 

the field study centre on the right 

- we’ll discuss this more later!). 

 
5. At the end of the road turn left, 

and take the stony track to the 

car park on your right. At the far 

end of the car park, pass through 

the gate. 

  
6. Follow the path westwards 

through two fields, until you 

reach a hedgerow and stile. 

Climb over onto the side of West 

Hill. 

 
THE VIEW: As you climb over, the 
side of West Hill will drop away 
steeply below, only for the land to 
rise up again in the form of Houns 
Tout Cliff (the latter part 
pronounced ‘toot’, as it relates to 
the Middle English word ‘ tute’ 

meaning ‘look out’). The 
grey Kimmeridge Clay of 
the cliffs slumps down 
towards Chapman’s 
Pool and if you look 

south-west, Portland Bill sits atop 
the horizon if the visibility is 
clear.  
 

7. Turn left and follow the track 

southwards, with a dry-stone wall 

to your left.  
 
INFO: CHAPMAN’S POOL 
LIFEBOAT STATION 
If you feel like venturing a little to 
the right for a better view of 
Chapman’s Pool - take care. 
However, you should be able to 
see, far below, what looks like a 
little fishing hut. This is precisely 
what it is now - although 
previously it was the Chapman’s 
Pool lifeboat station. Built in 
response to the large number of 
lives lost at sea in the local area, 
it was  finished in 1867 but 
operated only until 1880. Constant 
landslips made its upkeep very 
costly and, without a village close-
by, too few volunteers were 
available to man it.  
 

 
THE VIEW: The coastline to the 
west begins to open up and, in 
good visibility, offers views of   
numerous headlands: first Egmont 
Point, then Rope Lake Head, 
Broad Bench and finally 
Worbarrow Tout, with the white 
cliffs of Worbarrow Bay behind it. 
It becomes more indistinct beyond 
there, as the coast continues 
towards Lulworth. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Chapman’s 
Pool 
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8. You’ll pass the Emmett’s Hill 

memorial garden on your left. 

Built by the Royal Marines 

Association, it commemorates 

marines killed in conflicts 

between 1945 and 1990, 

although a new stone was added 

in 2005 to commemorate those 

lost in more recent conflicts. 

Moving on, climb over the stile 

and continue along the track.  

 

9. The path will lead to the top of a 

rather steep set of steps leading 

down into the valley below. We 

call this part of the walk ‘the up-

down’, although having reflected 

on this, ‘the ‘down-up’ would 

probably be a better description, 

as this is exactly what you now 

need to do! We’ve never 

counted how many steps go 

down the northern side as it 

never seems important, however 

we can tell you that there are 218 

going up the southern side. You 

seem to have more time to 

ponder these things on the slow 

climb upwards!  

 

10. At the top, take the         

opportunity to catch your breath 

on the stone bench and admire 

the hard-won view before 

heading towards the chapel. 

 
 

INFO: THE PINNER 
If you have a torch, or light on 
your phone, you should easily be 
able to see the holes in the 
central pillar and, inside, traces 
of the trinkets left over the 
centuries by girls and women 
using this as a ‘wishing chapel’. 
You might even find the odd 
bee hibernating in there 
depending on the time of year. A 
visit during the summer will often 
reward with a display of martins 
flying at high speed around the 
building, diving in and out of 
the open door. 
 
11. Head out of the chapel and down 

to the coastguard station and the 

radar memorial sculpture 

beyond it.  
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INFO: RADAR TOWERS 
On this part of the walk, keep an 
eye out for overgrown concrete 

beneath your feet. There 
are a number of old 
foundations left on the 
cliffs around this area 
and they were the sites 

of radar towers.  From May 1940 to 
May 1942, Worth Matravers was 
the centre for radar research in 
the UK, and the technology 
developed here was decisive in the 
eventual allied victory in the 
Second World War. Other than 
these foundations, the only other 
remnant of ‘RAF Worth Matravers’ 
is the field study hut that you 
passed earlier on in the walk. The 
actual sign for RAF Worth 
Matravers can now be seen 
hanging behind the door in the 
Square and Compass pub. 

 
12. Continue along the coast path 

and you’ll shortly come to an 

abandoned quarry on the right. 

It’s worth exploring a little! Out 

on the cliff edge you’ll find a 

precariously balanced stone 

monolith left behind by the old 

quarry workers.  

 
13. Continue along the coast path, 

following it for about half a mile 

until you reach the disused 

quarry of Winspit. Note that the 

path can get quite slippery here 

after prolonged wet weather. 

 

Radar  
Towers 

THE VIEW: You’ll now have 
views along the eastern coast - 
Seacombe, Dancing Ledge and 
the many cliffs and caves   
beyond, eventually leading to 
Anvil Point, where you’ll be able 
to spot the white outline of Anvil 
Point Lighthouse, operational 
since 1881. Automated in 1991 and 
now equipped with an LED lamp, 
it is still in use today. 
 
 

14. The path will curve around the 

top of the quarry taking you 

slightly inland before reaching 

some steps which lead down to 

the old quarry track. Turn right to 

go and explore the quarry.  

 
INFO: WINSPIT QUARRY 

Until around 1940, 
Winspit was an active 
quarry. Indeed, the 
Purbeck Stone sought 
there and elsewhere in 

the Isle of Purbeck has been 
quarried since Roman times. 
Purbeck Stone has been used in 
high profile buildings in London 
and beyond, including St Paul’s 
Cathedral. The old cottage, 
buildings and caves are well 
worth exploring - and you can 
certainly see why the location 
has been popular for film sets, 
including Doctor Who, where it 
was used as an abandoned 
Dalek city!   

 
 

 

 
 

Winspit 
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17. With cottages on your left, turn right 
and up into the village with the 
phone box and pond to your left.  

 

18. As you approach The Square and 
Compass, you could turn left up the 
hill and back to the car park. 
However, we can assure you that 
the far better option is to head to 
the pub. It’s even got its own fossil 
museum! Grab a pie (cheese and 
veg is our personal favourite) and a 
pint (Hattie Browns ‘Moonlight’ is a 
regular and very good) and sit and 
enjoy the view. You’ve earned it!  ●  

15. Once you’ve explored the 
quarry, retrace your route out of 
it and back to the bottom of the 
steps, passing them on your left 
and heading north up the track 
towards Worth Matravers.  
 

16. When the track forks, take the 
right-hand path, with the water 
treatment plant to your left. 
Continue uphill until you reach a 
gate. 
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